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LIVING OUR FAITH   

 Jesus’ words today are very surprising from the Prince of Peace. At first it 

might even seem like Jesus is promoting division and violence. If we read today’s 

passage within the overall gospel narrative we find that Jesus words are consistent 

with what he has taught thus far and will continue to preach through his death and 

resurrection. Basically, Jesus reminds us that we all have a choice to respond to 

God’s invitation. Some will accept the invitation and others will reject it. Because  

of this there will be divisions among people and families. We must also remember  

the context of Jesus’ mission and ministry. Many people were upset that Jesus 

would teach about the kingdom of God in a way that seemingly contradicted their 

established religious beliefs. There was always tension present when Jesus spoke. 

 The fire and water imagery Jesus uses point to a cleansing and refining that 

will be found at the end of time. For the past few weeks our gospel readings have 

asked us to consider how we prepare for that time. Today’s readings highlight just 

how significant of an event it will be. We know how destructive fire and water can 

be, but we also know life comes from these elements. 

 The reading from Hebrews reminds us that as consequential as this reality is, 

it is not something to fear. We can find consolation that we journey with “so great 

a cloud of witness” that support and walk with us on our journey to follow Christ. 

We live not as isolated individuals but as a profound community of believers. 

Hopefully, then we can follow Christ with confidence and look forward with joy to 

that day. 

 

Questions for the week: Is there an issue that gets you fired up? Why are you 

passionate about it? Is this issue tied to your faith? If not, is there a situation in 

which you might feel this same passion about your faith?  
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All stories regarding the Assumption contain one consistent belief: Mary was 

no ordinary person, and as such her body was not left on earth to decay. 

KATHLEEN MANNING 

Assumption celebrations in the Catholic Church are a blend of the very old and the 

relatively new. Written stories about what transpired at the end of Mary’s life date 

to the third or fourth century, though Pope Pius XII didn’t proclaim the dogma of 

the Assumption, or the teaching Mary was assumed into heaven body and 

soul, until 1950. The intervening 15 centuries reveal evolving beliefs about Mary’s 

life and death. 

All stories regarding the Assumption contain one consistent belief: As mother of 

God, Mary was no ordinary person, and as such her body was not left on earth to 

decay. 

One of the earliest Assumption traditions states that Mary died and was buried in 

Jerusalem with all the apostles present. Or almost all. Thomas, who famously 

missed Jesus’ first appearance after the resurrection, missed Mary’s death as well. 

This prompted him to open Mary’s tomb, where Thomas found clothes, but no 

body. 

Evidence suggests that by the mid-fifth century, the Christian community in 

Jerusalem annually commemorated the death and assumption of the Virgin. 

Around 600, the Byzantine emperor Maurice mandated that bishops under his rule 

add the Assumption to the liturgical calendar. Celebrations of the feast spread from 

Asia Minor to Europe soon after that. 

Celebrating the Assumption on August 15 was likely an attempt by Christian 

leaders to boot an older pagan holiday from the calendar. The Feriae Augusti were 

a mid-August celebration the Emperor Augustus organized to commemorate his 

victory over Mark Antony. According to tradition, people marked the holidays by 

resting their oxen, mules, and other beasts of burden and decorating the animals 

with flowers. Some of this may have been comedic: flowers on a donkey! It may 

have also been practical; August was often the hottest time of year, and the holiday 

gave animals and workers a much-needed break. 

When the focus of the holiday shifted from Augustus to Mary, some older customs 

remained. In Siena, Italy, horses do have to do a little work for the Assumption by 

participating in a city-wide horse race. They are also decorated with flowers, attend 

a Mass in their honor, and are treated to a public feast. 
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Elsewhere in Europe, the Assumption became an occasion for plays and 

processions. Villages in Northern France held funeral processions for Mary, 

carrying a Marian image through town in a coffin, before raising it to heaven on a 

large scaffold. During the Renaissance, actors in Assumption plays were hoisted 

heavenward using a system of ropes and pulleys hidden behind elaborated scenery. 

In Orthodox Christian churches, celebrations tend to be more solemn. August 1 

marks the beginning the Lent of the Dormition, a two-week period of prayer and 

fasting leading up to the August 15 feast. 

The array of Assumption traditions may mirror an ambiguity in church teaching 

about the Assumption itself. While Pius XII stated definitively “that the 

Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, having completed the course of 

her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory,” the church 

purposely left open the question of whether Mary died before she was assumed 

into heaven. Consequently, some celebrations place heavy emphasis on Mary’s 

death and burial, while others highlight her assumption and ultimately her 

coronation as queen of heaven. 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 

Monday, August 15th, is the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Please join us for Mass that day at 8:30am. 

Please note: when this feast falls on a Monday, Catholics in the United States are 

not obliged to attend Mass. 

 

Hymns for this Weekend – August 14th – 10:00AM Mass 

  Musical selections to be determined. 

 

 
Readings for this Weekend – August 14th 

Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 

Hebrews 12:1-4 

Luke 12:49-53 

Readings for next Weekend – August 21st 

Isaiah 66:18-21 

Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 

Luke 13:22-30 

 

Donations  

Weekly Offering for August 7: $4,798 

 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

We have been busy this summer, planning what we hope to be a wonderful year of 

faith formation for the young people of our community.  

Our Program, which offers religious education and formation in levels Pre-K-8, 

is set to “Kick-Off” on Catechetical Sunday, September 18th, with an Orientation 

for parents and an opportunity for students to meet their catechists and 

classmates! 

If you have not yet registered your child, please contact Christy at the Parish 

office.  Registration materials (3 forms) can be found under the “Religious 

Education” tab on our website, www.stpetersliberty.com.  Simply complete the 

forms and return to the Parish office either by mail or in person.  

 Registration will remain open until September 15th. 

 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR SINGLE CATHOLICS 

Single and Catholic? September 16th-18th, 2022 - join hundreds of single 

Catholics coming from all parts of the US (and beyond!) at the 21st National 

Conference for Single Catholics at the Westfields Marriott in Chantilly, VA. The 

weekend includes talks by dynamic speakers, music, social events, Mass, 

adoration, opportunities for confession, fellowship, food and more. Register with 

this promo code (PARISH22) to get $50 off! Discount for the first 50 sign ups 

nationwide to use this code. Visit NationalCatholicSingles.com 

for more information and to register. (Can’t find your question answered on the 

website? Call 512-766-5798.) 

 

 
 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

Just a reminder that our Clothes Closet, Food Pantry and Children’s Shop are open 

each Wednesday and Saturday from 9:00am -12:00pm.  All three ministries are 

located in the downstairs of the old St. Peter’s School building.   

 

HELP FOR ADDICTION IS AVAILABLE! 

Do you know someone who has a problem with drugs, and wants to stop using?  

The Corona Self-Help Center is available to offer help.  For information, please 

call 845-482-2486 or visit www.daamerica.org. 
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A Blessed Feast of St. Clare! 

August 11th 

 

“St. Clare of Assisi is the patron saint of those with eye disease, 

embroiderers, laundry workers, needle workers, telephones, and television. 

St. Clare’s name means “clear” and “bright,” which is why she has been 

dedicated as the patron saint of those with eye disease, who may suffer from 

the darkness of blindness, or various types of unclear vision due to disease.” 

(Excerpt taken from catholicsaintmedals.com.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

LET US PRAY… 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for August 2022 –  

For small businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the midst of economic and 

social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving their 

communities. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay  

 

 



                            

97 Schoolhouse Rd,  

-292-4525line at www.stpetersliberty. 

OUR REGULAR WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 
 


